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Current Drought 
Situation 

• Oklahoma  Only 13% of state 
in extreme drought. Down 
from 95% on  January 1st. 

• New Mexico  Wet start to 
monsoon results in continued 
improvements with 20% of 
state in exceptional drought 
as compared to 45%  in May.  

• Texas  Little overall change to 
amount of state in drought. 
Improvements  to some of 
the more  significant and long 
term drought have occurred 
in  the Panhandle. 

• New Mexico:  3 of the 4 largest reservoirs 
at less than 15% of storage capacity.  The 
largest, Elephant Butte, is at only 4% of 
capacity, its lowest since the early 1970s, 
resulting in one of the shortest irrigation 
seasons on record. 

• Texas:  Statewide reservoir capacity 
continues to set new modern day lows  for 
this time of year, currently at 62%, which is  
9 percentage points less than this time last 
year. 

• Rio Grande:  Upstream rains have resulted 
in some improvement in Lake Amistad. 
Downstream, little change to  Falcon 
Reservoir, which remains at 21% of 
capacity.  

• Oklahoma: Lake Altus in southwest 
Oklahoma at less than 14% of capacity. 

Current/Ongoing Drought Impacts 

For Southern Plains Drought Monitor go to: 
http://www.drought.gov/drought/regional-programs/southernplains/southern-plains-home 
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3-month Outlook 
Precipitation  

3-month Outlook 
Temperature   

Southern Plains 
Drought 

Summary 

• Long term models show continued elevated chances for above normal precipitation 
across much of Oklahoma. Most of the rest of the region is forecast to have equal 
chances for near normal, above normal, or below normal precipitation. 

• Drought forecast to persist across south, central, and west Texas.   Drought 
conditions forecast to improve across nearly all of NM, OK, and eastern TX. 

• Increased chances for Above 
Normal Precipitation 
expected  for  nearly all of OK 
and northeast TX. 

• September  and October are 
each the 3rd wettest months 
of the year in Oklahoma. 

• Generally, improvement in 
drought conditions should 
continue across most of OK 
and NM with drought 
persisting or intensifying 
across TX, except for the 
eastern quarter. 

• Increased chances  for 
Above Normal 
Temperatures for all  of NM 
and far west  TX.  

• Highest confidence of this  is 
in southwest NM.  

• Increased Evaporation of 
any rain that does fall is 
likely with higher 
temperatures … further 
exacerbating surface 
reservoir water levels. 



This information along with other drought  
resources also available on the  

Southern Plains drought.gov web portal 
http://www.drought.gov/drought/regional-

programs/southernplains/southern-plains-home 
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